
CRAIGIELAW GOLF CLUB 

MEMBERS LIAISON COMMITTEE 

SATURDAY 3 FEBRUARY, 2018 

Present: Gordon Smith, Derek Scott, Duncan Thomson, Sylvia Mclean, Chris Lannin, Iain Clark 
and Hector MacLean. 

Apologies: Iain Smith and Martin Andrews. 
 
1. Approval of the minutes: 
 No matters were raised from the minutes of the last meeting or AGM. 
 
2. Club Update: 
 a) The Course: 
  Winter work is on-going and includes: 

1. clearing the drains (including the exit drains); 
2. aeration work; 
3. bunker renovation/restoration (work in progress); 
4. chemical and other treatments have been applied as required; 
5. machinery has had its winter service; 
6. one irrigation pump has been replaced and the other will be repaired in preparation 

for the new season; and, 
7. fertilisers, herbicides, etc have been purchased for the new season. 

 Clover: it needs to start growing before it can be treated and the greenstaff are 
determined to eradicate the problem. It will be treated as soon as possible and once 
it dies back (a stronger herbicide will be used this year) the ‘bare areas’ will be over-
seeded. 

 Members’ queries: 
1. Was verti-draining necessary on the greens and if ‘yes’ did it need to be so severe? 

Derek stated that the greenstaff were following the guidelines following the 
agronomist’s visit.  He added that the up-side to this would be that the greens would 
not need to be cored so the greens should be better earlier in the season.  He 
concluded that he would speak with the member(s) who had raised this point. 

2. There were positive comments on the introduction of stepped areas into some 
bunkers (although the treads were a bit narrow) and would this be rolled out to other 
bunkers around the course?  Derek stated that this was under consideration, 
especially where bunker entry points were scarce and this would avoid wear and tear. 

 b) The Clubhouse: 
  There has been a lot of essential maintenance carried out in the CH.  This includes: 

painting throughout (completed); essential minor repairs (eg door handles, etc); new 
£1 slots fitted to lockers; PAT electrical testing has been done; the extraction fans in 
the kitchens have been serviced; carpets have been shampooed; heating pumps in the 
CH have been replaced; and, some work is planned to be carried out in the locker 
rooms/toilets at ‘quieter times’. 

 Ways to reduce the energy bills are being explored (wood burning stoves, biomass 
furnace) as electricity bills are high (even with the solar panel input). One way might 
be to create separate areas throughout the CH that have their own controls so that 
there are not areas consuming energy unnecessarily (eg the Members’ Lounge can be 
too warm on occasions and windows have to be opened). 

 The issue(s) of the front of the CH were raised again (draught-proofing the main 
entrance – although the new doors into the lounge have helped this – and the 
approaches to the CH from the car park (path coverings and drainage).  Derek stated 
that solutions to these issues were complex and costly although he added that 
sourcing the scallop shells as the path base was becoming more difficult so if that 
needed to change (perhaps to tarmac) then a holistic approach/solution would be 
found. It was observed that on wet days the approach to the CH was unsightly and 
difficult to access by visitors. 

 



3. Events and Handicaps: 
 a) Fixtures: 
  Derek stated that the Fixture List was ready for printing and many of the competition 

dates had been replicated from the previous year.  However, the club was always 
open to suggestions for either expanding a competition or introducing a new one. 

 It was decided that the Invitational Greensomes in August 2018 will be a four ball, 
better ball competition. 

 b) Events: 
  CGC would be hosting the following events this year: 

1. The USKids Championship (late May); 
2. The East Lothian Junior Golf Championship (3 August); 
3. The East Lothian Ladies Championship (11 June); and, 
4. The Scottish Senior Open (week commencing 10 September) – to be confirmed on 

Monday 5 February. (More details will be announced when the event is confirmed.) 

 Gordon asked Derek to consider re-introducing a Junior Open to the calendar.  Derek 
opined that these had not been popular in the past and had attracted very low entries 
but he would consider it for this year. 

 c) Trophies: 
  The trophy donated by Craig Imlah will be allocated to a scratch even and it was 

suggested that the overall winner of the Spring, Summer and Autumn Meetings should 
receive it. 

 The Wishart Cup: it was suggested that this be allocated to the handicap winner of 
the Spring, Summer and Autumn Meetings. 

 The Wemyss Cup: it was suggested that this be the prize for a team event that 
included a mixture of players from all membership categories within the club.  It was 
proposed that the teams would be ‘selected’ after entries were known. 

 
4. SGU and SSS Appeal: 
  Derek informed MLC that he has had a reply from the SGU regarding the club’s appeal 

on its SSS rating.  He said that the SGU ‘acknowledged’ the points raised but there 
would be no change to the rating.  Derek stated that the SGU had given the maximum 
rating to the points raised and the fact that their rating system might be too 
compressed had given them little room for manoeuvre in this instance. He felt, and it 
was agreed, that there was no pressure to appeal this decision at the moment and the 
Club should wait until the World Handicap System was introduced later this year or 
2019.  He added that the Club would consider making changes on the course which 
would ‘soften’ it to players. 

 Derek informed MLC that he had sought advice from the SGU about ways in which the 
Club might appeal and reduce the burden of business rates it faces.  Unfortunately to 
no success. (It was observed that the introduction of full business rates to some golf 
clubs could be disastrous.) 

 Derek was asked what might be the consequences to CGC if the SGU subscription was 
not paid?  The biggest implications might be: handicaps not being recognised; and, 
top players not being allowed to enter competitions. 

 Derek intimated that if anyone had any issues/queries about the role of the SGU then 
these should be relayed through himself or Keith McDonald. 

 
5. Membership Fees: 
  Derek distributed the proposed fees for 2018-19.  There was a small increase on each 

category (<1.5% mostly). 

 He added that he had consulted with SGU and their subscription would not change in 
this year so there would be no need for an additional sub to be paid later in the year. 

 
6. Any other business: 
 a) The water hazard between the 12th and 13th fairways: The Rules state that the ball 

must be seen to enter the hazard, therefore in day-to-day games and matchplay an 
‘agreement’ can be reached amongst the players but in stroke play, without certainty 
that the ball entered the water, it must be treated as a ‘lost ball’ and players must 
return to the tee.  (If there is doubt then a provisional ball could be played to save 



time?) 
b) Course information: It was asked if the staff in the shop could relay information on 

‘course issues’ to players when the check in before playing. 
c) Roped off areas: ‘Local rules’ that may or may not be in force to areas that are roped 

off need to be clarified as there is some confusion as to where a ball may be played if 
it lands in a roped off area. 

d) Golf Clubs for Juniors: Gordon asked if CGC could invest in some clubs to help Juniors 
(at times when they may be playing with clubs that are either too short or too long 
for them). Derek suggested that Titleist may be able to assist with this. 

 
7. Date of next meeting: 
 Friday 4 May, 2018 at 7pm (CGC CH). 
 


