
CRAIGIELAW GOLF CLUB 

MEMBERS LIAISON COMMITTEE 

FRIDAY 4 MAY, 2018 

Present: Gordon Smith, Derek Scott, Duncan Thomson, Iain Clark and Hector MacLean. 
Apologies: Iain Smith, Sylvia Mclean, Chris Lannin and Martin Andrews. 
 
1. Approval of the minutes: 
 No matters were raised from the minutes of the last meeting. 
 
2. Club Update: 
 a) The Course: 
  This winter had been particularly severe and, since Hogmanay, 28 days have been 

fully or partially lost for play. This has impacted on when ‘winter’ work would be 
done and this has been squeezed into March and April; meaning that work is 
approximately 4 weeks behind schedule. It is envisaged that the arrival of the warmer 
weather towards the end of April will allow the greenstaff to catch up. 

 Aeration has been completed along with top-dressing and fertilisers applied. It is 
hoped that the spraying of the clover around the course will start on 5 May (weather 
permitting). Again this is 4 weeks behind the planned date.  This is the first step to 
try to eradicate the clover although, as a last resort, it may be required to ‘dig it out’ 
and re-turf these areas. (However, clover is naturally in the soil across the course and 
it will be almost impossible to totally eradicate.) 

 It is proposed to extend the area treated with fertilisers, etc from around the greens 
into the approaches to the greens. 

 Representatives from the Scottish Seniors Open have visited and they are happy with 
how the course is presenting at the moment (layout and condition). 

 ‘Eco Bunkers’: This is where the face of bunkers are layered using astrotrurf (with an 
option of lining the base of the bunker with the same material). The claim is that 
these bunkers are ‘maintenance free’ for up to 20 years. Some problems noted with 
these bunkers: stability, easy to come apart if not used properly, it is possible to putt 
out of them and cost.  Derek informed MLC that not all bunkers at CGC were suitable 
for this type of alteration. He stated that he was happy to meet with a representative 
of the company to discuss options but this was not a priority at the moment. 

 Positive comments have been received from members regarding the re-shaping of the 
fairways on the first and ninth holes.  The ninth hole is more akin to its original design 
now. The ditch on the eleventh remains an issue and maintaining water in it as a 
feature is the problem.  The solution to this problem is not yet in place but one 
possible alternative is to create an area of rough in front of the green rather than the 
water feature. 

 There have been comments on the unsightly buildings, etc to the left of the 
eighteenth green and it was proposed that some screening might be the solution to 
this as the building and tank perform a vital function. 

 Derek told MLC that the estate may have access to topsoil from the new housing 
development on the outskirts of Aberlady and this would provide a valuable source of 
material for any planned works on the course. 

 The irrigation pump on the ninth has been given the ‘all clear’ however, the pump on 
the first, is ‘running dry’.  The pump will have to come out to be tested and if it is OK 
then consideration would be given to drilling deeper into the aquifer to ensure an 
adequate supply of water in times of drought.  The irrigation system around the 
course has been tested and is working effectively. 

 b) The Clubhouse: 
  The sauna room is no longer used for its original purpose so this area could be brought 

into consideration as and when works take place to effect changes in the locker 
rooms. 

 The Clubhouse surrounds have created several issues in the past (garden areas, paths, 
etc). Derek stated that an external gardening company has taken over the 



maintenance of these areas (the car park, Clubhouse surrounds, the courtyard and the 
area around the Titleist building).  

 Derek stated that sourcing shells for the paths in front of the Clubhouse had become 
very difficult so quotes to tarmac this area were being sought. 

 The entry into the overflow car park is currently being reinforced ahead of expected 
heavy usage during USKids and Scottish Seniors Open. 

 
3. Events and Handicaps: 
 a) USKids: 
  The volunteer list for USKids is filling up.  It is expected that this will be a record year 

for entrants to this competition. 
 b) The Scottish Seniors Open: 
  As stated previously, SSO officials were happy with the course set-up. 

 Logistics around the event (parking, Clubhouse catering, etc) were all in the planning 
stage. 

 Derek stated that he would extract the key bits from the planning document when it 
is completed and would distribute to members in due course. 

 Derek stated the following: 
i. He expected that the Members Lounge would be open to member as usual during SSO, 

but players and their ‘guest’ would also have access; 
ii. Members would be given car park stickers (free access) but these must be requested 

and collected at times to be advised; 
iii. Car park charges to the general public will be split 50:50 between the Tour and 

Prostate Cancer UK; 
iv. Access to the Clubhouse for members will be on the presentation of their membership 

cards; 
v. The course would be open to members on Monday and Tuesday mornings that week 

(but closed in the afternoon/evening).  The course would close on Tuesday lunch time 
until the completion of the tournament.  Derek stated that he would endeavour to 
meet all requests for ‘courtesy of the course’ in clubs around east Lothian for 
members wishing to play, but he stressed that tee times would be in short supply and, 
therefore, not everyone who requests one may get one.  (This applies for USKids week 
as well.); 

vi. There is a Diageo Pro-Am on the Wednesday; 
vii. The official Pro-Am is on the Thursday (entry is through official organisations – CGC, 

StaySure, AL Council) and players will be charged at a fee (tbc); 
viii. From Friday onwards there is an opportunity for an amateur to play alongside a 

professional, the club has been allocated 4 places and these may be allocated after 
an intra-club completion (tbc); 

ix. The final day will be Sunday when the professionals will play on their own; and, 
x. Members will have free access to the Clubhouse, the event on the course and any 

public activities that take place around the competition. 
 c) Average Score Reviews: 
  A request has been made for the club to publish average scores (gross and nett) in the 

medals either as a total or hole-by-hole.  It was asked if the scores could be sub-
divided into the different player categories.  Derek said that he would look into this 
to see if there was a software tool that could do this without someone having to 
spend time producing the figures after each event. 

 
4. Any other business: 
 a) Data Protection: Derek is in the process of formulation a policy (statutory 

requirement) on how member data is stored and used.  This will be circulated to 
members in due course along with the appropriate SGU policy document. 

b) Derek reported that there had been a ‘glitch’ on the website that did not allow any 
updating to take place.  This issue has been resolved and all updating is being done as 
required.  Derek asked MLC to have a look at the new website and any comments 
should be returned to him. 

c) Visitor times at the weekends: Gordon asked if a sheet could be published with the 
times allocated to visitors/outings especially on the weekends. There was a pressure 



on tee times especially on Saturday and Sunday mornings.  Derek reported that 
visitors were accommodated on these days where it was possible and that not all 
visitors who requested tee times in the weekend morning were allocated one.  He 
added that, where possible, no more than three times were allocated to visitors. 
There was always going to be a ‘conflict’ between members and visitors and, indeed, 
the club hosting an event (eg club matches) but these should be able to be resolved 
with good communication.  Derek would discuss with Martin regarding a request to 
publish a brief financial statement in the Captain’s Report (MLC AGM) on the impact 
of visitors/outings on the CGC finances. 

d) Drinking Fountains: A member has suggested that CGC consider placing drinking 
fountains at appropriate sites on the course.  This was discussed but, at the moment, 
was not felt to be a priority. 

e) Toilets on the course: It was reported that there had been some vandalism in this 
facility and that on occasion their standard was ‘unacceptable’.  Derek was looking 
into issues around security in this area and how access to the facility may be gained. 

 
5. Date of next meeting: 
 Saturday 18 August, 2018 at 2pm (CGC CH). 
 


